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carried on in an effort to establish the psychology of such
studies as arithmetic, spelling, and reading, and other of
the usual schoolroom activities. Here, as in study of the
more elemental psychological processes, experimentation
must gather the data and establish the general laws.

We need to know the psychological laws related to
learning in the different school subjects, laws which apply
to the majority and which will be effective with the
greater portion of the school population. We are just
beginning to realize the intricacy and complexity of the
mental processes that are brought into play in ordinary
school subjects popularly thought to be simple. But it
should be added that even after such generalizations are
reached, there will always remain the problem of the
individual who presents special conditions. Individual
differences will ever be extreme enough to make many
exceptions to the general rule. Some children will always
require special consideration and special adaptation of
both subject matter and method. The ideal of teaching
efficiently individuals with special defect or special ability
can be realized only after we are able to analyze the
situations they present and to direct practical efforts
in accordance with established principles of learning the
various subjects. Study of individuals and knowledge
of method should have a reciprocal relationship, the de-
velopment of each aiding the progress of the other.

After all, the practicability of an end, in education as
elsewhere, and the value of the means used to attain the
end can only be determined by the results achieved. The
evaluation of accomplishment is a distinct feature of
present activities in educational circles, much more so
than at any period in the past. One evidence of this is
seen in the number of surveys which so many cities have
undertaken for the purpose of determining the efficiency
of their school systems.